
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

June 2017 Monthly Newsletter 

Forest Hills       
Presbyterian Church 

 

Greetings FHPC family, 

 

Summer is finally here and my prayer for all of us is to have some time to relax and enjoy our very short summer here in 

western Michigan. My summer plans, like some of yours, involve some time at a cottage, a couple of weddings, and 

visits with family and friends. Additionally, I am looking forward to having some time to relax and I hope you will as well. 

 

On June 11th, we will be welcoming new members to our church family! I hope you will join me with open arms in 

welcoming them as they begin a new journey of faith with us. The very next day, June 12th will kick off our annual week 

of VBS! Ashley and a team of volunteers are working hard to make sure we introduce these amazing kids to Jesus Christ 

in a fun, but inspiring way. Please pray for Ashley, the volunteers and the families we will reach through this event. 

 

You will notice at the bottom of this page that I have a special request for each of you. I need YOUR help in planning 

my new sermon series in the fall!!! All you need to do is email me your favorite Scripture passage and why it is your 

favorite. I will be sharing these with the congregation during my fall sermon series, but will keep your name confidential 

(I promise)! Make sure to read the details below- I look forward to your submissions! 

 

Enjoy your summer with family, friends and Jesus, 

 

In His Love, 

Pastor Jim 

 

 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS!   
 

Joining us on June 11 are: 
Michael and Danielle Minion 

Steve and Sandi Winston 

 

 

PASTOR JIM NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 
   

 In September, I would like to look at preaching a sermon series on your favorite Bible passages, and what they truly 

mean in context of Scripture. Please email me your favorite passages, and what they mean to you along with why they 

are your favorites. I will NOT use your names in the sermons, I promise. I am going to begin with my life verse which is 

Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. Please help me keep this series going by 
submitting your favorites to my email address. jim@fhpcusa.org 

Thank you in advance, and let’s have some fun looking into God’s Word together beginning in September of 2017.  
 

Blessings and peace,  

Pastor Jim 

 

7495 Cascade Rd. SE, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

616-942-2751 

www.fhpcusa.org 

www.facebook.com/fhpcusa 

 

mailto:jim@fhpcusa.org
http://www.fhpcusa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/fhpcusa


9 Changes Churches Must Make Immediately 
By Rev. Dr. Thom Rainer • April 26, 2017  

It broke my heart. 

Another church closed. This church had unbelievable potential. Indeed, it had its own “glory days,” but only for a season. But, 10 
years ago, few would have predicted this church’s closure. Today, it is but another statistic in the ecclesiastical graveyard. 

I know. We don’t compromise doctrine. I know. We must never say we will change God’s Word. 

But many of our congregations must change. They must change or they will die. I call these churches “the urgent church.” Time is 
of the essence. If changes do not happen soon—very soon—these churches will die. The pace of congregational death is 
accelerating. 

What, then, are some of the key changes churches must make? Allow me to give you a fair warning: None of them are easy. 
Indeed, they are only possible in God’s power. Here are nine of them. 

1. We must stop bemoaning the death of cultural Christianity.   

Such whining does us no good. Easy growth is simply not a reality for many churches. People no longer come to a church because 

they believe they must do so to be culturally accepted. The next time a church member says, “They know where we are; they can  

come here if they want to,” rebuke him. Great Commission Christianity is about going; it’s not “y’all come.” 

 

2. We must cease seeing the church as a place of comfort and stability in the midst of rapid change.   

Certainly, God’s truth is unchanging. So we do find comfort and stability in that reality. But don’t look to your church not to change 
methods, approaches and human-made traditions. Indeed, we must learn to be uncomfortable in the world if we are to make a 

difference. “We’ve never done it that way before” is a death declaration. 

 

3. We must abandon the entitlement mentality.  

Your church is not a country club where you pay dues to get your perks and privileges. It is a gospel outpost where you are to put 

yourself last. Don’t seek to get your way with the music, temperature and length of sermons. Here is a simple guideline: Be willing to 

die for the sake of the gospel. That’s the opposite of the entitlement mentality. 
 

4. We must start doing.   

Most of us like the idea of evangelism more than we like doing evangelism. Try a simple prayer and ask God to give you gospel 

opportunities. You may be surprised how he will use you. 

 

5. We must stop using biblical words in unbiblical ways.   

“Discipleship” does not mean caretaking. “Fellowship” does not mean entertainment. 
 

6. We must stop focusing on minor issues.   

Satan must delight when a church spends six months wrangling over a bylaw change. That’s six months of gospel negligence. 
 

7. We must stop shooting our own.   

This tragedy is related to the entitlement mentality. If we don’t get our way, we will go after the pastor, the staff member or the 

church member who has a different perspective than our own. We will even go after their families. Don’t let bullies and perpetual 

critics control the church. Don’t shoot our own. It’s not friendly fire. 

 

8. We must stop wasting time in unproductive meetings, committees and business sessions.   

Wouldn’t it be nice if every church member could only ask one question or make one comment in a meeting for every time he or 
she has shared his or her faith the past week? 

 

9. We must become houses of prayer.   

Stated simply, we are doing too much in our own power. We are really busy, but we are not doing the business of God. 

Around 200 churches will close this week, maybe more. The pace will accelerate unless our congregations make some dramatic 

changes. The need is urgent. 

Hear me well, church leaders and church members. For many of your churches the choice is simple: Change or die. 

Time is running out. Please, for the sake of the gospel, forsake yourself and make the changes in God’s power. 

Rev. Dr. Thom S. Rainer serves as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources. 
 













ACCESS 6  
Food Collection Sunday: June 4 
 

Please remember to bring in non-perishable food 
items for our local food pantry. Carts are 

available in the church narthex for your 
donations. 

 
 

Kids Hope USA Mentoring 
 

Please keep our Kids Hope students in prayer as 

they begin summer without the routine of school.  
 

The teachers will refer new students in September. 

Screening and training can take place at your 
convenience between now and then. For 

additional information about how you can 
become involved in our mentoring program, 
contact me at: sheli@fhpcusa.org or 868-0304. 

 
Sheli Langejans 
Director Kids Hope USA-FHPC 

 

 

Mission Team 
 

The Mission Team is extending an invitation for a 

few new members to join FHPC Mission team 
starting in September. Over the years, our team 

has planned, prayed, fundraised and 
helped others through commitments to local, 
national and international mission opportunities. 

Join us once a month to bring fresh ideas and 
willing efforts to see where God leads our 

congregation in serving others. Current team 

includes, Anita Charles, Barb Hoogenboom, 
Sandra Suarez, Carlos Suarez, Mimi Cole, Colleen 

Carkeet, Renee Donovan and Sheli Langejans. 
Any of us would be happy to speak with you 
about Missions. 
 

Father’s Day Donation Drive 
 

Guiding Light Mission provides recovery 

and back to work services in Grand 
Rapids.  FHPC is collecting requested items 

with delivery to coincide with Father’s Day.  
What a meaningful way to project our 
Father’s love to others! 
Top 7 (new) items needed: 

1. T-shirts 

2. Underwear 
3. Socks 
4. Deodorant 

5. Body wash 
6. Disposable razors 

7. Shaving cream 
Please consider picking up these items on 
your next shopping trip.  Look for the 

collection tote in the Lobby for your 
donations. 
 

 
 

Kids Food Basket 
 

A big thank you to FHPC's group of faithful 

volunteers, who packed sack suppers at 
Kids Food Basket every second Monday of 

the school year. These sack suppers feed 
students in the community who may not 
receive a balanced meal outside of the 

school day. Thank you to Jan Bennett for 
leading this consistent mission. 
 

MISSIONS 



Summer Golf Scrambles:  Attention golfers of all 
ages and abilities.  Mark your calendars as we will 
be having our first 9-hole golf outing of the 

season on Sunday, June 11 at 3:30 PM at Quail 
Ridge Golf Course, 8375 36th St., Ada.  The cost 

will be $25 per person (payable at the course) 
which includes range balls before your round 
and a power cart.  Prizes too!!  You don’t have to 
be an expert golfer to enjoy the fun and 
fellowship that these outings provide.  Scrambles 

are a relaxed and fun team format that allows 
you to choose the best shot of your group and hit 
from there. 

In addition, we will have monthly Sunday outings 
on July 16, August 13, and September 17.  See 

Jim Owens or Tom Cathey to sign up. 
 

Men’s Breakfast meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 7:45 AM at the Gathering 
Place for a time of fellowship and conversation.  
A great way to start the day!  This month’s dates 
are June 7th & June 21st. 
 

Would you like a listening ear?  Church member, 
Judy VanderWal is willing to lend both of hers.  
Judy, who recently retired from her professional 

practice as a Ph.D. Licensed Marriage & Family 
Therapist, feels called to volunteer her time as a 

service to FHPC.  She has had many rewarding 
years of experience working with couples, 
families, individuals and children and is not yet 

entirely ready to give up her talents.  If you or 
someone you know would like free and 

confidential help with a problem, contact Dr. 
Judy at 616-977-1782. 
 

Sewing / Knitting Retreat:  If you, or your friends, 
are looking for a weekend of sewing and/or 

knitting with a group of other women then this 

retreat is for you.  The retreat is for 3 days: 
June 16th: 8:00 am to 10:00 pm 

June 17th: 8:00 am to 10:00 pm 
June 18th 11:00 am to 10:00 pm 
Come for the whole thing or just for part of the 

time.  The cost is only $15.00 per person.  You are 
also welcome to bring your own food or 

additional money to have food provided or to 
order out from a local restaurant.  Details are on 
the registration form.   Please contact Patty 

Moyer at 616-901-7940 or pmoyer22@yahoo.com 
for more information or to request a registration 

form.  
 

Prayers 
 
Recovering at Home: 

 Bev Ayres 

 Steve Volkhardt 
 Julie Caris 

 
In Retirement/Rehab Facilities: 

 Lois Hale (Pilgrim Manor) 

 Dan Caris (Clark at Keller Lake)  
 Rene TerAvest (Heartland Health Care) 

 Eleanor Vollwiler (Maple Creek) 
 
Other: 

 Roger Erbaugh, (retired dentist & 
former employer of Gretchen Smilde) 
recovering from another heart attack. 

 Sam Vriesema (son in law of Carol 
Hordyk) just diagnosed with stage 4 

brain cancer.  Sam and his wife, Kathy, 
have 4 teenage daughters. 

 Bill Beattie (Pat Pietrzyk's brother) in 

hospice care. 
 Wayne Hock (friend of Judy Herrick) 

under hospice care. 
 Rhea Murray (sister of Anita Brocker) in 

hospice care in Petosky 

 Dick Ardrey (brother of Anita Brocker) 
suffers from COPD 

 Sue Grant (friend of Jim Pollard) 
undergoing cancer treatments 

 Rachel Postma (family friend of Jim 

Pollard) needs 2nd heart transplant 
 Mark Libich (son-in-law of Harry & Lyn 

Jones) Chronic back problems 
 Our Missionaries in India 

 Prayers for a son, for continued sobriety 

 Members of our Armed Forces 
 Prayers for a nephew to stay clean 

from drugs 

 Gabbi, Granddaughter of Larry and 
Renee Donovan.  (Gabbi suffers from 

Congenital Ullrich Muscular Dystrophy.) 
 

Announcements 



 

CALENDAR 

Thursday, June 1 

  8:30 AM  Preschool Summer Camp 

  1:30 PM  Preschool Committee Meeting / Lounge 

  5:00 PM  VBS Paint Night / Downstairs 

  6:15 PM  worshipBand Rehearsal 

  7:00 PM  Women of the Vineyard / Jennifer’s home 

 

Friday, June 2 

  8:30 AM  Preschool Summer Camp 

 

Saturday, June 3 

Middle & High School Student Summer Kickoff / Delton 
10:00 AM Great Lakes Men’s Chorus Coaching  
                Session /FH 

 

Sunday, June 4 

ACCESS 6 Food Collection 

  9:30 AM  Celebration Worship Service / Sanctuary 

  Children, Pre-K - 6th grade, dismissed for lessons/games 

10:30 AM  Congregational Breakfast / Fellowship Hall 

 

Monday, June 5 

  8:30 AM  Clean-up Day / Preschool Rooms 

10:00 AM  Program Staff Meeting / Lounge 

  5:00 PM  VBS Paint Night / Downstairs 

  5:30 PM  Worship Design Meeting / Lounge 

 

Tuesday, June 6 

  5:00 PM  VBS Paint Night / Downstairs 

  5:00 PM  Missions Committee / Lounge 

  6:30 PM  Session / Lounge 

 

Wednesday, June 7 

  7:45 AM  Men’s Breakfast / The Gathering Place 
  5:00 PM  VBS Pain Night / Downstairs 

  6:00 PM  Volunteer Appreciation Picnic / FH 

  7:30 PM  Endowment Committee / Lounge 

 

Thursday, June 8 

5:30 PM  HR Meeting / Lounge 

6:15 PM  CANCELLED: worshipBand 

6:30 PM  Boy Scout Troop 345 / Fellowship Hall 

 

Friday, June 9 

 

Saturday, June 10 

 

Sunday, June 11 

New Member & Communion Sunday 

  9:30 AM  Celebration Worship / Sanctuary 

  Children, Pre-K – 6th grade, dismissed for lessons/games 

10:30 AM  Fellowship Time / Lounge 

  3:30 PM  Golf Scramble / Quail Ridge 

 

Monday, June 12 

10:00 AM  Program Staff Meeting / Lounge 

  1:00 PM  Vacation Bible School / All of Facility 
  6:30 PM  Congregational Life / Lounge 

 

Tuesday, June 13 

  1:00 PM  Vacation Bible School / All of Facility  

 

Wednesday, June 14 

  1:00 PM  Vacation Bible School / All of Facility 

 

Thursday, June 15 

  1:00 PM  Vacation Bible School / All of Facility 

  6:00 PM  Reach Out Committee / Lounge 

  6:15 PM  worshipBand Rehearsal 

 

Friday, June 16 

  8:00 AM  Sewing/Knitting retreat / Fellowship Hall 

 

Saturday, June 17 

  8:00 AM  Sewing/Knitting retreat / Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, June 18 

Father’s Day 

  9:30 AM  Celebration Worship Service / Sanctuary 

  Children, Pre-K - 6th grade, dismissed for lessons/games 

 10:30 AM  Fellowship Time / Lounge 

11:00 AM  Sewing/Knitting retreat / Fellowship Hall 

 

Monday, June 19 

Ludington Adventure Trip for high School Students 
10:00 AM  Program Staff Meeting / Lounge 

  7:00 PM  Finance Committee / Lounge 

 

Tuesday, June 20 

Ludington Adventure Trip for high School Students 

  7:00 PM  Board of Deacons Meeting / Lounge 

 

Wednesday, June 21 

Ludington Adventure Trip for high School Students 

  7:45 AM  Men’s Breakfast / The Gathering Place 

 

Thursday, June 22 

Ludington Adventure Trip for high School Students 

  6:15 PM  worshipBand / Sanctuary 

 

Friday, June 23 

 

Saturday, June 24 

  8:00 AM  Sweet Adelines & Men’s Chorus Youth Camp 

 

Sunday, June 25 

Baptism  

  9:30 AM  Celebration Worship Service / Sanctuary 
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time / Lounge 

 

Monday, June 26 

10:00 AM  Program Staff Meeting / Lounge 

 

Tuesday, June 27 

 

Wednesday, June 28 

  6:00 AM  Annual All Church Cedar Point Trip 

 

Thursday, June 29 

  6:15 PM  worshipBand / Sanctuary 

 

Thursday, June 30 
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